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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method for enabling simultaneous multi-user editing of an 
original document, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request from a first user to open the original document; 

determining whether the original document is in use by a second user; 

in response to a determination that the original document is in use by another user, 
creating a local copy and storing a path of the original document; 

in response to the receipt of a request to save changes to the local copy, determining 
whether the original document is still in use by another user; 

in response to a determination that the original document is not still in use by another 
user, merging the local copy with the original document; 

in response to a determination that the original document is still in use by another user, 
saving the local copy with the path of the original document, such that a subsequent merge of the 
saved local copy and the original document can be performed. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the determination of whether the 
original document is in use by a second user is made by determining whether an in-use flag is set 
for the original document. 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of in response 
to a determination that the original document is still in use by another user, creating an email 
note with the local copy as an attachment and sending the email note to another user for the 
subsequent merge. 



2 



Application No. 09/598,856 

Amdt dated June 22, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of March 26, 2004 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of in response 
to a determination that the original document is still in use by another user, saving the local copy 
with the path of the original document, such that another user attempting to open the saved local 
copy will be prompted to merge the saved local copy with the original document. 

5. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving a request from a first user to open the original document; 

in response to a determination that the original document is in use by a second user, 
creating and storing a local copy and storing a path of the original document; 

monitoring the original document; 

in response to a determination that the original document is no longer in use by another 
user, notifying the first user that the original document is no longer in use; 

merging changes made to the local copy into the original document, the location of the 
original document being identified by the stored path. 

6. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 5, further comprising the 
step of storing the path of the original document as a property of the local copy. 

7. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 5, further comprising the 
step of storing the path of the original document as a registry key associated with the local copy. 

8. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 5, further comprising the 
step of in response to an attempt to open the stored local copy and to a determination that the 
original document is no longer in use by another user, providing a prompt to merge the local 
copy with the original document. 

9. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 5, further comprising the 
step of creating an email note with the local copy as an attachment and sending the email note to 
another user prior to the merging changes step. 
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1 0. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 9, further comprising the 
step of attaching the path of the original document to the email note. 

1 1 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein the step of 
creating an email note comprises inserting a default entry into a subject field of the email note. 

12. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 0, wherein the step of 
creating an email note comprises inserting a default entry into a message body field of the email 
note. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling simultaneous multi-user editing of 
an original document, comprising: 

a file server operative to maintain an original document at a document location; 

a document editor operative to make changes to the original document and to set a flag on 
the original document, the flag indicating that the original document is in use by a first user; 

wherein, in response to a determination that the flag is set, the document editor is further 
operative to create a local copy of the original document and to store the document location with 
the local copy, and, in response to an attempt to open the stored local copy, to provide a prompt 
to merge the local copy with the original document, so that a chang e to th e local copy can b e 
m e rg e d with th e original docum e nt at a lat e r tim e . 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document location is stored 
with the local copy as a property of the local copy. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document location is stored 
with the local copy as a registry key associated with the local copy. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13, wherein the document editor is 
further operative to monitor in a background process whether the original document is in use by 
another user and, if the original document becomes available, to provide a prompt to merge the 
local copy with the original document , in r e spons e to an attempt to op e n th e stor e d local copy . 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document editor is further 
operative to cause the creation of an email note with the stored local copy as an attachment and 
to cause the email note to be sent to another user. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document editor is further 
operative to cause the attachment the path of the original document to the email note. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document editor is further 
operative to cause the insertion of a default entry into a subject field of the email note. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the document editor is further 
operative to cause the insertion of a default entry into a message body field of the email note. 

2 1 . (New) A method for enabling simultaneous multi-user editing of an original 
document file without reference to a multi-user control file, the method comprising: 

receiving a request from a first user to open the original document file; 

determining whether the original document file is in use by a second user; 

in response to a determination that the original document is in use by another user, 
creating a local document file and storing a path of the original document file as part of the local 
document file; 

in response to the receipt of a request to save changes to the local document file, 
determining whether the original document file is still in use by another user; 

in response to a determination that the original document file is not still in use by another 
user, merging the local document file with the original document file; 

in response to a determination that the original document file is still in use by another 
user, saving the local document file with the path of the original document file as part of the 
local document file; 
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in response to a request from a user to open the saved local document file, prompting the 
user to merge the saved local document file and the original document file; 

wherein the original document file is progressively updated with merged edits so that 
edits to the original data file may be accessed by subsequent editors. 

22. (New) The method of claim 21 further comprising: 
monitoring the original document file; and 

in response to a determination that the original document file is no longer in use by 
another user, notifying the first user that the original document file is no longer in use. 

23. (New) The method of claim 22 wherein, if the local document file and original 
document file are merged, the first user is allowed to work in the original document file after the 
merger of the local document file and original document file. 

24. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein the determination of whether the original 
document file is in use by a second user is made by determining whether an in-use flag is set for 
the original document file. 

25. (New) The method of claim 21, further comprising: in response to a 
determination that the original document file is still in use by another user, creating an email note 
with the local document file as an attachment and sending the email note to another user for a 
subsequent merge. 

26. (New) The method of claim 25, further comprising attaching the path of the 
original document file to the email note. 

27. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein creating an email note comprises 
inserting a default entry into a subject field of the email note. 

28. (New) The method of claim 27, wherein creating an email note comprises 
inserting a default entry into a message body field of the email note. 
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